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Medical Annotations.
Ne quid nimis."

FRASER AND ANDREWS DEFENCE FUND.

THIS fund is now being closed. The last meeting of the
committee was held at THE LANCET Office on Monday last,-
present, amongst others, Mr. W. H. Wyatt, J.P., in the chair,
Mr. Partridge, Dr. Tuke, Mr. J. F. Clarke, Dr. Ramskill, Mr.
Eiloart (Hon. Sec.), and Mr. Fergusson and Mr. Ernest Hart
(Treasurers),-and it was ascertained that the funds promised
and in hand were sufficient to pay the certified lawyers’ bills
and the trifling expenses incurred, leaving a small balance
on the credit side. It was resolved, on the motion of Mr.
Partridge, seconded by Mr. Hart, to present to Drs. Fraser
and Andrews separately a handsomely bound volume contain-
ing a list of the names of those who have testified their

sympathy on the occasion of the recent trial by becoming sub-
scribers to this fund. Such a volume will be precious to those
physicians and their families, and will form the most simple
and appropriate memorial of the free-will and spontaneous
generosity with which the profession have on this occasion
vindicated and maintained the principles of equity and of
fraternal interdependence. Votes of thanks were passed to
the chairman and officers of the committee, who have con-
ducted the business with economy, order, and dispatch. The

treasurers have expressed a hope that outstanding subscrip-
tions promised may be forwarded without the necessity for

personal application, as it is desirable that all business of the
fund should now be forthwith completed.
The perfect success of the movement is a source of congratu-

lation. It indicates the warm spirit with which the profes-
sion will support a man who has been unjustifiably attacked in
the exercise of his duty. The case was one in which the
defendants were blameless, and their professional brethren
have borne them scathless. It is desirable, however, that the
whole circumstances should be kept in mind, lest on the one
hand speculating attorneys, or on the other medical practi-
tioners sans peur but not sans ’reproche, should be tempted by
the apparently facile generosity of a profession which has lately
made more than one effort of the kind to suppose that these
are movements which can be got up at will, or repeated with-
out limit. The practitioner who appeals to his brethren under ’,,
such circumstances, or in whose cause such an appeal is made, ’
must have a perfect case if in any future o-jatingencies he should
desire to arouse Pactolean sympathies. Dr. Fraser and Dr.
Andrews were in that position, and the effort made in their
behalf has been no less important to their reputation than
honourable to the profession.

THE TESTS OF THE HEALTH OF TOWNS.

SINCE the year 1837, through the labours of the Registrar-
General and his staff, we have had a complete record of all the
births and deaths which take place in this country. From
these returns various methods of estimating the public health
have been adopted. That method, which may be called the
"National System of Computation," or the Registrar’s own,
calculates the average number of deaths which occur in each

town or district for every 1000 of the population, and affords a
series of figures which, varying from 15 to S6, give the "death-
rates" respectively of the localities from which they were
originally received. At first sight, it would appear that by
this method we had gained all we required, and that, as some
sanitarians have imagined, we could by it as readily measure
the health of towns as we can by the thermometer ascertain
the mean range of their temperature. But some have refused
to regard the prob!em as of so simple a character, viewing it
rather as one of a very complex nature. Amongst our con-

spicuous hygienic reformers are Messrs. Ransome and Roystonof the "Manchester and Salford Sanitary Association." They
have again laid before the public* certain reasons to show why
we cannot without further investigation appeal simply to the
death-rates of different places as tokens of relative rank in the
scale of health. One chief reason is, that " these places are
not in the same position as regards the character of their popu-
lation." In the second place, although the method followed
in the " National System of Computation" is sufficient for

ordinary purposes, and will test roughly the progress made in
the sanitary condition of the inhabitants of any particular
town, yet, whenever great accuracy is required, it is proposed
" to cut off entirely from the calculation those ages which are
chiefly affected by migration, and to compare only the deaths
under fifteen years of age,"

Dr. Whitehead, of Manchester, has brought forward another
method of computing the death-rate of towns. According to,
it, the number of deaths for every hundred births is assumed
to be the " death-rate," and the proportion of deaths to births
is made to measure the salubrity of places. In the opinion of
Messrs. llansome and Royston, this system is founded upon a
fallacious basis, for it takes for granted that the rate of increase
is a fair test of salubrity. It compares the number of deaths
with that of births, a standard constantly varying from causes

independent of sanitary conditions; it avoids none of the errors
belonging to other modes of calculation, and imports several of
its own. For what these errors are we must refer the reader
to the more recent papers of Messrs. Ransome and Royston.

It has been proposed likewise to estimate the relative healthi-
ness of towns by comparing the average age at death of their
respective populations. The latter writers show, however, that
all the errors due to immigration are retained and even magni-
fied by it, since the ages at death of all new comers are included
amongst the other deaths. Their conclusion upon this point
is as follows:-

" We believe, therefore, that of the various tests which we
have examined, the second alone can be relied upon to give
trustworthy results. By calculating the mortality ot that por-
tion of the population which is unaffected by migration, we
have a fair standard by which towns can be compared one with
another, and racked in the scale of health. At the same time,
however, we would repeat that, whilst we choose this as a
means of compa.nsou, we do not entirely throw aside the other
methods which we have reviewed, only they must not be bur-
dened with more inferences than they will safely carry. The
biri.h rate, when compared with the Registra,r-Geaerai’s gross
rate of mfirtaHty, shows the speed at which large towns are in-
creasing, in spit" of the enormous number of deaths ; and the
average duration of life, when employed in the same way, gives
us some idea of the classes of the population amongst whom the
deaths are most frequent."
The Registrar General has shown that the rate of mortality

bears a close proportion to the density of the population, but
this fact has recently been called into question in Dr. White-
head’s 1)arnpl-4let.-F- In reference to this point, Messrs. Ransome
and Royston show that there are two modes by which the
amount of crowding may be estimated: one by caleula’.ing the
number of persons to the acre; the other by noting the number
of inhabitants to each house. By the latter we obtain an accu-
rate idea of the extent to which the injurious effects of over-
crowding prevail. A table is given to prove that in a certain
district of Manchester the rate of mortality does not vary as
the estimated average density, but as the number of inhabitants
per house. It is very properly concluded, however, that our
numerical tests cannot do away with the necessity for careful
iDquiry after the true sources of excessive mortality ; these

must be sought in the habits of the people, no less than in de-
fective sanitary regulations. As Lord Stanley remarked at the

* Remarks on some of the Numerical Tests of the Health of Towns. By
Arthur Ransome, M.13., &e., and lyliiam ltuyston. (Manchester and Salfortl
Sa.nitary Association, 1863.) - Variation ot’ the Death rate in England. I3g
Mr. William Knyston. (Manchester and Salford S-tttitary Association, 1860.)
t The Rats of Mortality in Manchester. By James Whitehead, M.D. 1863.
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meeting of the Social Science Association held at Birmingham : to extol those many "certain cures" which pitiless impostors
"lest society and the law do all they can, much-probably so extensively advertise. Though this is the case, there can

more-will remain to be done by individuals and families each yet be no doubt that when the new Medical Bill comes on for
for themselves." 

____ 
discussion some one will be found to propose a modification of
its provisions. We anticipate this inasmuch as the perpetuity

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS. of large moneyed interests depends on its becoming law.

AT a meeting of the Comitia, Majora held on Tuesday, the Should such be the case, we trust that Punch will forward

26th inst., and attended by fifty-six Fellows, Dr. Alderson, a copy of his excellent observations to the dissentient senators,

F.R.S., Senior Physician to St. Mary’s Hospital, Treasurer of whoever they may be, in order that it may be evident that

the College, was elected representative of the College in the professional experience and common sense have no difference
General Council of Medical Education and Registration, in the of opinion on the merits of the question. The alarm amongst
room of Dr. Burrows, who has become President of the Medical the chemists and druggists is to this extent significant, that it
Council. 

Dr. Burrows, wh o h as become Presid ent of th e Medi cal 

shows the wide range of the existing evil, and the sad state of 
The collection of pictures in the College has been enriched insecurity in which the lives of the community have been so

by the present of a valuable portrait of Sir Richard Blackmore, long suffered to remain. Believing that an identity of views
a London physician of the early part of last century. He was exists in the minds of those who dispassionately consider the
one of the Physicians in Ordinary to King William III. He proposed clauses, whereby quackery is sought to be prevented,
was Censor of the College in 1716, and an Elect from 1716 to and competency to be secured, we can only hope that the new
1722. Sir Richard was a voluminous writer, not only on medi- Medical Bill will be passed in its entirety, and trust that

cine, but on religion and history, and was also ranked among the Medical Council will in no respect modify these special
the poets, although his claims to this character were much dis- provisions. &mdash;

puted. He was buried at Bexted, Essex, in the church of 
THE DANGERS OF SLAUGHTERING.which, says Dr. Munk,’ there is an elegant monument to his 
T HE DANGERS OF SLAUGHTERING.

memory. OUR own pages, along with those of numerous contemporaries,
Dr. George Johnson will deliver a course of lectures " On have for some time told the public what no doubt they are by

the Laryngoscope," in the theatre of the College, after Easter. this time, in more senses than one, " sick of hearing"-viz., that
&mdash; disease has been rife amongst cattle, and that the flesh of dis-

QUACKERY CRYING OUT." eased cattle has been rife amongst the butchers. The exact
QUACKERY CRYING OUT."

nature of the disease prevalent amongst stock has been differ-
UNDER the above heading our worthy contemporary and ex- ently regarded ; but a sort of typhoid pneumonia has been held

aellent ally, Punch, has directed his profound mind to the to be the chief cattle plague in this country, while " splenic
consideration of the present agitation amongst the quacks. apoplexy" has prevailed upon the Continent. According to
’With his habitual abhorrence of humbug where the best in- some recent interesting and laborious inquiries by Dr. Edwards
terests of society are at stake, our witty friend, with singular but Crisp, it would appear that splenic apoplexy occurs more fre-
by no means unusual felicity, gives expression to his opinions on quently in this country than has hitherto been supposed, par-
the proposed clauses in the new Medical Bill. With Mr. Punch ticularly amongst the stock of marshy and malarious districts.
we entirely concur. It is high time that health and happiness Amongst the more important of the results arrived at by the
be excluded from the market of speculation, and that clever above-mentioned indefatigable naturalist, is the proof he ad-
imposters who fatten on the nervousness and apprehensions of duces of the deleterious influences produced upon man and the
the sick and suffering be prevented from robbing their pockets lower animals by the spleen and other viscera of the beasts
by imposing on their credulity. We perceive that a meeting, affected. Dr. Budd, of Clifton, as our readers well know, has
for the purpose of remonstrating with the Medical Council and for some time maintained the inoculability of a virus from dis-
establishing an opposition to the special clauses of the new eased cattle to human beings. Dr. Crisp has further worked
Medical Bill, has been held at the Town-hall, Hanley. The out the problem, and shows that it cannot be too generally
chemists and druggists of the districts of the Staffordshire Pot- known amongst agriculturists that persons who flay animals
teries mustered there in force. Speeches were then delivered dying of splenic apoplexy should be careful to avoid scratches,
suitable alike for a repeal of Magna. Charta or the abolition of cuts, and punctures, and on all occasions to wash the hands
the Income-tax. The amended clauses of the new Medical Bill well immediately after they have finished. If a cut be re-
were characterized as "unjust, inquisitorial, and un-English." ceived, Dr. Crisp recommends the immediate application of salt
One sapient orator " objected to examinations and diplomas, or spirits of turpentine to the part injured. Mr. Hamilton,
and thought the best plan to be adopted would be to grant one of the Commissioners for New South Wales at the late Ex-
licences of from X3 3s. to &pound;5 5s. to all chemists only who had hibition, informed Dr. Crisp that when the disease in question
served proper apprenticeship; all other persons to be excluded was prevalent in that country the men were so disabled from
from selling drugs or medicine." Others gave expression to punctures and the imbibition of the poison when flaying the
similar sentiments. We have no hope that any remonstrance sheep, that they refused to slaughter any more unless they
of ours would alter the opinions of these worthies, or that received an amount of pay adequate to the risk. One man
reasonable views of what the public safety requires would for nearly lost his arm. M. Garreau, of Chateauneuf, punctured
a moment prevail against "their social, civil, and vested rights his hand when dissecting a sheep that had splenic apoplexy,
and interests." Perhaps, if they read Punch regularly, their and a malignant pustule appeared after four days, and lasted
ideas on those matters may change. We have, however, the a long time. Dr. Cherreau mentions the case of a shepherd
privilege of impressing on the Medical Council and upon those who, in bleeding a sheep that was affected with this disease,
to whose discretion is committed the legislation of the country, received some drops of blood in the eye, which he neglected
that the proposed clauses are now a national necessity. It is to wash, and death took place in three days. Four men who
impossible to over-estimate the amount of mischief accom- flayed some stall-fed oxen so diseased, suffered more or less
plished by so-called" patent medicines." Were medical prac- from sores on the hands, which were a long time before they
titioners to detail the many cases in which quack remedies healed, and two of them bad much constitutional disturbance.
have been resorted to, and accomplished, as well as permitted, According to Dr. Crisp, the effects of eating the spleen
the permanent destruction of health, the result of their expe- or other viscera are still more extraordinary. Mr. Edward
rience would be incredible. No statement is too absurd whereby Cooper, of Great Oakley, Essex, lost seven fat hogs from their- -- 

* Roll ofthe College of Physicians, vol. i., p. 432. eating the paunch of an ox that had splenic apoplexy ; and
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man in the same village lost last August thirteen ferrets from
a like cause. Many analogous instances are cited to put the
agriculturist on his guard, and to convince him of the neces-
sity of burying at once the bodies of all creatures dying from
this strange disease. The evidence adduced respecting the
death of many animals from eating the uncooked flesh, blood,
and viscera of oxen dying from it would be, perhaps, sufficient
to convince some persons of its injurious effects upon man. M.

Garreau maintains that a volatile poison is connected with the
malady, and that, judging from inoculation, the virus loses its
virulence after a certain time. Dr. Crisp has not been able
himself to procure reliable evidence to show that the cooked
flesh is injurious; but it must be remembered that most of the
animals that die of splenic apoplexy are sent to London or to
some large town, and the meat distributed in various direc-
tions, so that it is very difficult to ascertain its effects. This

investigator hopes to settle the question, however, by a series of
experiments that he purposes undertaking as soon as he can
obtain the bodies of animals which have died from the disorder.

THE POWERS OF THE MEDICAL COUNCIL.

A CASE of great importance to the medical profession has
recently been argued in the Court of Queen’s Bench. The

Medical Act provides that a registry is to be kept of medical
practitioners. Its 14th section sets forth the duty of the Regis.
trar, and points out the steps to be taken in order to keep the
Register correct. It gives power to the Registrar to erase the
names of all registered persons who shall have died, and ordains
that he shall from time to time make the necessary alterations I
in the addresses or qualifications of the persons registered.
And to enable respective Registrars efficiently to fulfil the

duties imposed upon them, the Act states :
" It shall be lawful for the Registrar to write a letter to any

registered person, addressed to him according to his address on
the Register, to inquire whether he has ceased to practise or
has changed his residence ; and if no answer shall be returned
to such letter within the period of six months from the sending
of the letter, it shall be lawful to erase the name of such person
from the Register : provided always that the same may be re-
stored by direction of the General Council, should they think
fit to make an order to that effect."

In accordance with the requirements of the Act a Mr. Sar-
geant registered. A letter was addressed to him by the
Registrar. Owing to his change of residence the letter mis-
carried. No reply having in consequence been received,
the Council proceeded to strike his name off their list. In

Trinity term last Mr. Sargeant applied for a mandamus to the
Council to restore his name under their general power to do
so " if they should think fit ;" but the Court doubted if this
raised a legal duty to do so, so as to render them liable to a
Titandamus. A rule nisi, however, was granted under the
fifteenth section of the Act, which provides for the registration
of persons qualified at the time of the passing of the Act. We

confess our inability to understand the principle on which the
Medical Council acts in this case. It was argued in their
behalf that "if the application were acceded to the result

would be that practitioners who had been struck off for mis-
conduct would be able to insist on reinstatement." We venture
to affirm that there is no analogy whatsoever between the two
cases. Where practitioners are struck off for misconduct, there
must have been a preceding inquiry, and the decision of the
Council is an act of special discretion, for which by statute they
have competent jurisdiction. In this case, it is stated that an

omission, not a commission, has led to the erasure of the name
from the Register. The Lord Chief Justice well put the case of a
practitioner whose name was struck off by mere neglect on his
part in not answering the usual letter, and observed : "Surely
he was not for such a reason to be excluded for ever from the

practice of his profession ?" We may well ask the same ques-
.tion. A more monstrous abuse of the words of an Act of

Parliament we have never met with. The Court took the same
view of the matter, and made the rule absolute for a man.
damus.

It is not right, however, that this should go forth to the
profession without our reminding them that we had only a
fortnight since to call attention to a beastly pamphlet with
the name of " Dr. J. P. Sargeant" pasted on the cover, and in
relation to which a mendacious advertisement had appeared,
falsely quoting THE LANCET as having given a favourable review
of the filthy production. 

____

AFRICAN COMMISSARIAT.
WHEN a late Governor of Cape Coast Castle was surrounded

by the Ashantees he despatched express messengers to Cape
Coast for "ammunition," but instead of powder and shot
coming, the Commissariat forwarded to him biscuits in ti2is.
On the latter being opened, poor Sir Charles exclaimed, "It is
all up with us !" and a few hours afterwards he and nearly all
his followers were killed and their heads cut off. We learn from
the African Times that great complaints are again being made
on the Gold Coast about the Commissariat Department. Dy-
sentery is said to be very prevalent amongst the troops, and
" nothing but the putrid water they have been obliged to
drink has brought this dire disease to the pitch it is now at."
A " British merchant could have supplied the tanks with good
and wholesome tank water; but of course he would not sub-

ject himself to any more insults from the chief commissary,
who is a mere boy." We quite agree with the writer from the
Gold Coast that " Commissariat officers ought to be gentlemen,
and men who command respect; for without this essential the
service must necessarily suffer." We are glad to balance the
above by stating that great improvements have been made at
Cape Coast Castle since Colonel Conran has had it to himself.
Soldiers, instead of being allowed to mess like beasts, are now
fed as Queen Victoria’s soldiers ought to be ; instead of being
allowed to sleep in unventilated dirty rooms, they are now en-
joying clean, white-washed walls; and old arches that have been
allowed to be built up (to make Calcutta blackholes) are now
broken down to afford the men breathing room. The beds are

scrupulously inspected twice in the week, and the least irregu-
larity or uncleanliness meets with immediate condemnation
from the colonel, who is to be seen all day long working him-
self, and having everything done under his own eye. He has

instituted recreation-rooms for his men, and every inducement
and amusement that he can think of to keep his officers and
men in the castle, so that they may feel more pleasure in bar-
racks than out of them. This is as it should be, and if we had
a few more Colonel Conrans we should have less flogging of men
and fewer court-martials on officers.

UTERINE ACTION DURING SLEEP.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-I have read with great interest Dr. Palfrey’s case in
reference to the above subject, and, in confirmation of hi&

opinion, beg to forward you the following statement.
I was called on the morning of the 20th of October last to

see a lady in her second confinement. Her residence being
within a few doors of my own, no time was lost in visiting her.
I found the child’s head resting upon the perineum, and in a
few minutes she was safely delivered of a fine healthy son.
On going to bed the previous night she felt quite well, and
had no intimation of the event about to take place, except a
slight discharge, of which she took no great notice.

In this case, there is no doubt that the whole stage of dilata.
tion, and partly that of expulsion, had taken place during
sleep, as from her awaking until the birth of the child no
longer period than half an hour could have elapsed. Her first
confinement some twelve months previously had been very
severe, occupying some forty-eight hours, with delivery by
forceps. In this instance there were only three or four labour
pains, and no after-pains whatever.

Tam. Sir, vnnr obedient servant,

JOHN HARVEY, M.D.


